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The Oakcrest Acorn 
www.oakcrestpta.org 

 

8462 S. Hilltop Oak Dr., West Jordan, UT 84081 - (801) 280-7243 
  

April 2009            Volume 5, Issue 9            Oakcrest PTA Newsletter 
 

From The Principal’s Desk 
 

 Dear Parents,     

 Student safety is one of our primary 
concerns at Oakcrest.  We have taken numerous 
steps in insure student safety:  
 

1. SUPERVISION:  Eight staff members are on 
duty outside before and after school.  Adult supervision is also 
provided during all student recesses.  

2. SAFETY COMMITTEE:  Our school has an active Safety Committee 
that meets at least once each quarter.  Safety issues are discussed 
and action plans formulated.  

3. SAFETY DRILLS:  Emergency drills are conducted on a routine basis.  
Procedures are in place for fire emergencies, lockdown situations, 
chemical spills, and earthquakes.  Along with all other schools in the 
Jordan School District, we have implemented the Incident 
Management System that allows our emergency responses to 
correspond with those of municipal fire and law enforcement agencies.   
Each classroom has been provided with emergency materials that are 
taken outside during each drill.  

4. ABSENTEE CALLING: When students are absent without being 
accounted for a call is made to their parents’ home or work to verify 
the absence.  

5. PLAYGROUND SCANS: All students are asked to immediately line up 
near their grade level doors in the morning.  Staff members who pick 
up the students from these lines in the morning visually scan the 
playground to ensure that all students are in class.   

6. CHECKOUT PROCEDURES:  Photo ID is required when students are 
checked out during the school day.  An individual who is checking out a 
student must be listed on our pink registration cards.   

7. ENFORCEMENT OF SCHOOL RULES: Our school rules are actively 
enforced.  Positive rewards as well as consequences are applied.  More 
severe infractions result in suspensions and the like.  

8. USE OF GRADE-LEVEL DOORS:  Students are asked to use their 
grade-level doors when exiting the building at the end of the day.  
Experience has shown that student safety is enhanced when students 
proceed to the bus area outside of the building where there is 
sufficient space to accommodate all students.  

 

Oakcrest Elementary 
2008-2009 PTA Board Members 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
~ Executive Board ~ 

President: Aaron Larson 
President-Elect: Michelle Moulton 
Secretary: Kim Foster 
Treasurer: Desiree “Desi” Jones 
 

~ Commissioners & Chairpersons ~ 
Collections for Education:  
 Holly Winn & Nisha Winsor 
Community Involvement: Amie Crawford 
Education: Leo McCormick 
Family Life: Jamie Logue 
Field Trips: Samantha “Sam” White 
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Health: Melissa Parra 
Hospitality:  
 Amanda Hamblin & Rebecca Hammond  
Individual Development: 
 Sara Gunderson-Muhlestein 
Legislative VP: Desiree Desi” Jones  
Melody Choir: Suzanne Robbins 
Membership: Bethany Blackham 
Newsletter:  
 Leo McCormick & Melanie Stewart 
Public Relations: Mindy Brown 
Reflections: Ninette Tigner 
Safety: Jerusha Buckner 
Student Birthdays: Jennifer Higley 
Volunteer Coordinator:  Cindy Chamlee 
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Principal: Norman Emerson 
Assist. Principal: Rebecca Bibo 
Teachers: Bobbie Evans (1st Grade – B) 
     & Pat Buske (2nd Grade – A Track) 
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9. SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM:  Our school has been equipped with an advanced surveillance system that includes 
exterior as well as interior cameras.  In addition to helping ensure student safety, this system also helps 
prevent after-hours vandalism.  

10. OFFICE CHECK-IN:  Visitors, as required by law, are asked to sign in at the office upon arrival at school.  
Volunteers and substitute teachers are provided with identification badges (Staff members also wear badges 
with photo identification) 

11. PICK-UP and DROP-OFF PROCEDURES:  The Safety Committee has carefully developed the rules for the pick-
up/drop-off lane.  Please remember to have students exit only near the curb.  Also, please remember that if 
students are picked up in the east parking lot, parents must park and walk their students across the crosswalk.   

 

As mentioned above, our safety procedures and guidelines are constantly reviewed and refined in Safety 
Committee meetings, general staff meetings, and by grade level teams.  Student safety is our paramount 
concern at Oakcrest. 
 
 
 
 

From The Oakcrest PTA Education Commission… 
 

We are hosting Breakfast With Books in April! 
 

The PTA Education Commission encourages that you read 20 minutes a day with your child.  Out of any day of 
the week, we understand that Friday is probably one of the most difficult days to be able to do this.   

So come with your student and bring a Book to read for 20 minutes!   
Donuts, juice & milk will be provided by the Oakcrest PTA.   

Everyone on Tracks C & D come and join us on Friday, April 3rd  7:30am – 8:20am in the gym.  
Everyone on Tracks A & B come and join us on Friday, April 24th  7:30am – 8:20am in the gym. 

 

 
Orientation Is Coming!!!  Parents and all children who will start Kindergarten in the 

2009-2010 school year are invited to Kindergarten Orientation at Oakcrest Elementary. 
If you have a child who will start Kindergarten, or you know of a neighbor who will have a child 

start next year we want you to attend Kindergarten Orientation on Friday April 3rd @ 2:30pm. 
 

~Your child will be able to meet their teacher, visit their classroom, alleviate some fears they  
might have, and most importantly…have some fun! 

 

~Parents will be able to get the paperwork for registering your child for school, learn about  
school policies, learn about the PTA, and most importantly…have some fun!  

 

~~~ If you have any questions you can call the school office at (801) 280-7243 ~~~ 
 

Thank you students, parents & teachers for such a successful Book Fair during SEP’s in March! 
We had some book credit saved up with A+ Book Fairs.  With this book credit we were able to give every 
teacher in K-6, as well as, the resource, speech and guidance teachers $100.00 worth of books for their 
classrooms from A+ Book Fairs.  We were also able to give $400.00 worth of books to the Media Center, 
$300.00 to Balanced Literacy & $200.00 worth of books to our Star Reading program.      

         
        Leo McCormick 
        Education Commissioner 
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From the 

 
PRESIDENT 

PTA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE~~APRIL 2009 
 

I am excited to report that your elected PTA Executive Officers for the 2009/2010 
School Year have been voted into office.  Please join me in congratulating Michelle 
Moulton as your PTA President, Jerusha Bucker as your PTA Treasurer, and Desiree 
Jones as your PTA Secretary.  These individuals have already made great 
contributions to Oakcrest’s PTA …and are poised to continue working hard for our 
children of this great community. 

 

The office of President-Elect for the 2009/2010 year remains open and a candidate will continue to be recruited 
for this important position.  Interested individuals or candidate suggestions can be communicated by contacting 
the PTA at WWW.OAKCRESTPTA.ORG.  
 

With Spring SEP conferences behind us…it’s a signal that we are in the final months of the school year and 
that things are soon coming to an end.  We have had so many terrific PTA activities and programs so far and 
some of the best are still coming up. We will kick-off April by welcoming all the new Kindergarteners to 
Oakcrest for an Open House Orientation.  The PTA works hard to partner with the school administrative team 
to make this a welcome experience for our newest students.   
 

April also rings in Breakfast with Books….to bring parents, students, and families out to school this month for 
great reading fun! 
 

Wednesday APRIL 22nd is Administrative Professionals Day…a day for ALL of us to recognize the hard and 
dutiful work the office staff at Oakcrest do for every one of us.  The PTA will take over the office at lunch this 
day…while the office staff escapes away to enjoy a much deserved lunch in honor of them. 
 

My most favorite PTA event begins the end of this month….TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK!!  I can hardly 
wait…my love and passion for teachers comes out in real character during this week.  The Teacher 
Appreciation Committee has been on a “shake, rattle, and even a roll” preparing for this week.  It’s going to be 
flashback in time…going back to a vibrant and wholesome era, characterized by malt shops, sock hops, the 
hula hoop, and hot cars.  Can you guess the theme of this year’s Teacher Appreciation Celebration?   
 

Lastly, I’d to thank the PTA Membership at Large. We are not a PTA without our members, and we have the 
best ones around!  PTA is truly a great way to meet people, get involved, and to know what is going on in your 
school.  If you are interested in having fun and making a difference….please contact any PTA member for 
more information or visit us at www.oakcrestpta.org.   There are opportunities of every shape and size, and 
you will certainly find something that fits you and will benefit not only your children…but all children at 
Oakcrest!!  
 

Thanks for all your support…Aaron Larson, PTA President 
 
 
  
 
  
 Safety reminder:   
 Dogs are NOT allowed on the playground!   
For the safety of our students it is best that dogs not 
be brought to school or onto the playground.   Even the 
 best-behaved dogs can get excited or  
 scared and bite a student.  Also, dogs  

 can leave behind a mess with germs and 
on the  bacteria on the playground. Thanks! 

Utah PTA Mission Statement 
 

The Utah PTA will help every child 
realize his full potential and will: 

Advocate:  Support and speak on behalf 
of children and youth. 

Involve:  Encourage positive involvement 
in all facets of a child’s life. 

Develop:  Assist in developing skills to 
raise and protect children and youth. 

 

”Light the Way” everychild.onevoice.
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From the 

 
PRESIDENT-Elect 

“Please keep an eye out for the PTA Needs Assessment coming home with 
your youngest child at the school.  This assessment is an important tool in 
helping next year’s PTA board look for ways to improve on the way the PTA 
runs its programs.  The assessment can either be filled out and returned to 
the school, or you can go on-line at www.oakcrestpta.org and fill it out 
there.  I look forward to reading your comments and hearing what you have 
to say!” 

            Michelle Moulton   
President-Elect 

    

Cowabunga Oakcrest! 
 

We are “flipping out” over our plans for TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK coming up on 
April 29 – May 6, 2009!  More detailed information will be sent home in the coming 
weeks.  We are looking for a few volunteers to help decorate the school, assist with 
the teacher breakfast and luncheon, and also assisting with a few other events 
planned throughout the week..  Please contact me at volunteers@oakcrestpta.org.  
We LOVE showing our teachers how much they rock!   
 

We are also looking for small gift donations that are needed for a raffle during 
Teacher Appreciation Week.  If you or your employer can help us out in any way… 
please let me know!  We are also looking for small gift donations that are needed 
for a raffle during teacher appreciation week.  If you or your employer can help us 
out in any way…please let me know!  These items can be teacher and  
educationally-related or not.  In the past we’ve received gift baskets,  
household items, artwork, food gift baskets, jewelry items, gift cards 
(restaurants, department stores, specialty stores) ect.  Any fresh ideas  
for items are certainly welcome too! 
 

Amie Crawford 
Community Involvement Commissioner 
 

 
 

 

COLLECTIONS FOR EDUCATION UPDATE 
 CAMPBELL SOUP LABEL DRIVE      BOX TOPS 
Thanks to all that contributed for our ‘Donate for  October ’08 Submission: $1,398.00 
Donuts’ Campbell Soup Label Drive! As a school, we   March ’09 Submission: $627.00 
collected over 7,000 labels! Way to go!    Grand Total: $2,025.00 
 

The winners are:         
Kindergarten: Ms. Peterson's Class with 1,668 points   
1-3 Grades:  Mrs. Barnes' Class with 1,784 points 
4-6 Grades:  Ms. Erickson's Class with 775 points 
 

Labels: Yearly Submission 34,428 points Thank you to all of the volunteers that 
helped cut the labels and box tops this year! 

         
 

Holly Winn, 
Collections For Education Coordinator    

Community 
Involvement! 
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Oakcrest Eagles Nest     April 2009 

Be sure to speak with your student’s teacher if you have any questions concerning 
this month’s curriculum focus. 

Kindergarten: math-addition, begin subtraction, and measurement. Language arts will 
be writing skills, review beginning, ending, and vowel sounds. Continue to practice sight 
words at home. Units of study will be wind, weather, and Spring.   

First Grade: will continue learning about time, money, as well as beginning place 
value. We will also be learning about Easter, animals, and life cycles. Review for end of 
year testing. Remember to read for at least twenty minutes every night. 

Second Grade: will focus on double digit subtraction, measurement, maps and mapping. 
We will visit U-tips for end of end review. Continue reading and comprehending. 

Third Grade: will learn about geometry, heat/energy, Ultrakey, writing poetry, 
measurement, cursive, living/nonliving, and U-tips. 

Fourth: will concentrate on fractions, geometry, measurement, probability, plants and 
animals of Utah, fossils. rocks, minerals, and Utah social studies. 

Fifth: Math-geometry and fractions; Social Studies-the westward expansion and the Civil 
War; Science-matter and magnetism; Reading-literacy circles using fictional novels; 
Language arts-working on state reports. 

Sixth: Math-integers, measurement, and problem solving; Science-heat, light, and the 
solar system; Literature-studying and writing about myths, persuasive writing, and 
poetry.  

Related Resources: Test taking prep and strategies for all grade levels. 
Help your student(s) be successful by going to http://www.eduplace.com/kids/mhm/. 

Bobbie Evans 
1st Grade – B Track 

 
 

Congratulations Class Reading Winners! 
 March 2 - 6   March 9 – 13   March 16 - 20 

Grade Class  Minutes Grade Class  Minutes Grade Class  Minutes 
1 Mrs. Barnes 2,585  1 Mrs. Barnes 2,185  1  Mrs. Barnes 2,130 
2/3 Ms. R. Olson 2,925  2/3 Ms. Birge 3,400  2/3 Ms. Birge 3,400 
4/5 Mrs. Rose 3,136  4/5 Mrs. Paxton 3,545  4/5 Mrs. Paxton 3,560 
6 Mr. Spofford 9,002  6 Mrs. Blakey  11,139  6 Mr. Spofford 8,550 
Eagle Mrs. Rose   Eagle Mrs. Peterson   Eagle Mrs. Carrion 
 

We appreciate the following business's for being so generous and donating items for our weekly 
reading drawings.  La Luna Mexican Restaurant…Grille from Panema…Cinemark Theatre…Jamba 
Juice…&…Best Buy 
 

Malia Allsop 
Balanced Literacy 
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SAVE THE DATE…..SPRING INTO READING  
Oakcrest Elementary’s LITERACY NIGHT 

 

Who:  All families are invited (student’s, parents, brother’s & sister’s) 
When: APRIL 23, 2009  Time:  7:00-8:30 PM   Place: Meet in the Gym 

 

*We will start off with a Storyteller, then move onto each student’s classroom and parent’s will be able to 
enjoy the stories that their children have written. 
 

*Student’s will be able to participate in a drawing for free books (25 books will be given away at this time).   
 
 

Individual Development Commission 
Sara Gunderson-Muhlestein 

 

Soaring Eagle Awards – There is still time!! 
Requirements for A track students due April 30th to their teacher 

Requirements for B, C & D track students due May 22nd to their teacher 
Awards Ceremony for all Tracks will be June 11th at 7:00 p.m. in the gym. 

Refreshments will be served after. 
 

Field Day 2009 – Sign up to Volunteer! 
A & C Tracks – June 10th 

B & D Tracks – June 24th 
Volunteers are needed for this “fun and fitness” filled day!   

If you would like to volunteer, please contact… 
Sara Gunderson-Muhlestein at sara.muhlestein@oakcrestpta.org (801-282-1813) 

Or Michelle Moulton, President Elect, at emmoulton@msn.com 
 

The Trust of Our Children 610.5 (March 19, 2009) 
There’s no doubt about it: Trust is an asset to any relationship, and distrust is an enormous liability. But 
thinking of trust in terms of its practical value can demean and distort its true significance as an endorsement of 
our character and as a sign of our worthiness.  
 

I get my clearest vote of trust when I appreciate the ways my young daughters trust their daddy. Knowing they 
have unquestioned confidence that I will always do the right thing is a source of pleasure and pride.  
 

It’s also a source of duty. The trust of our children is a gift we must never take for granted. Trust is fragile. 
Children trust us completely – until we prove ourselves unworthy. It’s a heavy responsibility to protect our kids 
from our own moral frailties, but I’m a better person because I treasure their trust so much. The glow of their 
faith in me lights the way and helps me to see traps and hazards that could embarrass them or damage their 
image of me. Frankly, I can’t think of any gain worth that price. 
 

In Arthur Miller’s play “All My Sons,” the father adores his son and the son idolizes his father – until he learns 
his father did some shabby things in the past. As the son’s esteem slips away, his father says in a desperate plea, 
“Son, I’m no worse than anyone else!”  
 

The son, with teary eyes, replies, “I know, Dad. But I thought you were better.” 
 

There are many reasons to be ethical, but for those with children, there’s none stronger than the honor of 
earning their admiration. 
 

This is Michael Josephson reminding you that character counts. http://charactercounts.org/michael/ 
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Happy Birthday!!! 
Teacher/Staff Birthdays in April 

MaryAnn Hill-3rd Carrie Delgado-5th  Brenda Hatfield-6th         
Maida Lawrence-15th Judy Brewer-18th Colene Barnes-23rd 
 Debbie Brinton-24th 

 

Student April Birthdays 
Carter Stroman-1st 
Mia Stroup-1st 
Shelby Simmons-2nd 
Chase Salisbury-2nd 
Brooklyn Saulsbury-3rd  
Samantha Kight-3rd 
Emily Reif-4th 
Brittney Stokes-4th 
Benjamin Kelly-5th 
Railsha Aguirre-5th 
Cory Neilsen-5th 
Tanner Gerona-6th 
Scott Coulter-6th 
Taylor Flynn-6th 
Althea Fisher-6th 
Deaundre Strottner-7th  
Drew Olsen-7th 
Morgan Perkins-7th 
Justin Mcanally-7th 
Kylie Lovell-7th 
Marlie Armes-8th 
Dawn Dudley-8th 
Regan Breeze-8th 
Maegan Rackley-8th 
Ryan Sandoval-8th 
Jenna Atkinson-9th 
Anthony Ramirez-9th 
Colton Breeze-9th 
Maria Galvan-9th 

Mackenzie Albretsen-9th  
Ivy Gonzalez-9th 

Isaiah Acosta-9th 
Parker Stroman-10th 
Amanda Santos-10th 
Keighlee Rossborough-10th  
Amanda Mcanally-11th 
Christopher Chavez-11th  
Tyler Hammond-11th  

Spencer Call-11th 
Cirella Gonzales-11th 
Chandler Wood-12th 
Dakota Buckner-12th 
Sebastian Malkin-12th 
Lance McCormick-12th 
Ariadna Marrero-12th 
Meghan Wadsworth-13th 
Braxton Salisbury-14th 
Fiona Tanner-14th 
Connor O’Shaughnessy-14th  
Bella Lamie-14th 
Jada Barker-14th 
Maria Warner-15th 
Jackeline Eroza-15th 
Treyce Abbott-15th 
Caleb Kitchen-15th 
Ashley Olsen-16th 
Austin Shepherd-16th 
Evelyn Gonzalez-16th 
Briana Churchill-17th 
Izabella Munoz-18th 
Lindy Alvarado-18th 
Haylie Quarnberg-18th 
Kaelynn Harwood-18th 
Jaren Rodeback-19th 
Caleb Gibson-19th 
Jaxon George-19th 
Abigail Pilati-19th 
Damian Lopez-19th 
Paulina Alvarez-20th 
Jersey Nielsen-20th 
Jaeda Cook-20th 
Tyler Parker-21st 
Scottie Stevens-21st 
Christian Amaya-22nd 
Jeremy Barnes-22nd 
Evelyn Acosta-22nd 

Garrett Marquez-23rd 
Cameion Bjerregaard-23rd   
Rebecca Muhlestein-23rd  
Elias Larson-23rd 
Jeffrey Park-24th 
Jonathan Delgado-24th 
Miguel Velasco-25th 
Riley Reeves-25th 
Jack Hillman-25th 
Quaid Baird-25th 
Christian Rojas-25th 
Anne Moulton-26th 
Morgan Moulton-26th 
Daniel Weiss-26th 
Gabriel Franc-26th 
Garrett Moore-27th 
Parker Richards-27th 
Delainee Ramone-27th 
Allison Froisland-28th 
Hayden Snow-28th 
Sandra Torres-28th 
Karen Martinez-29th 
Sydney Nielsen-29th 
Andrew Stewart-29th 
Kassidy Miles-29th 
Lukas West-29th 
Jakeson Brass-30th 
Angie Valdez-30th 
Paul Parra-30th 
Nicholas Jones-30  
 
Birthday Celebrations: 
B & D Tracks – April 8th 
A & C Tracks – April 22nd  

 
Jennifer Higley 
Student Birthday Coordinator 
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SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
 
 

  1 
April Fool’s Day 

 

2 
2nd Grade 

Program 7pm 

3  C&D Track 
Breakfast With 

Books 7:30a-8:20a 
Kindergarten 

Orientation 2:30p 

4 

5 6 
 

7 
 

8   
B & D Track 

Student Birthdays 

9  No School 10  No School 
 
 

11 
 

12  Easter 
 

13  14 
 

 
 

15 
 

Principal’s Pride 
11:30 Grades 2,3,5  
12:00 Grades 1,4,6 

 

16 
 

17 
 

 
 

D Track Off 

18 

19 20 
 
 

A Track On 
 

21 22 Ballet West 
Assembly 

K – 6  2:15pm 
A & C Track 

Student Birthdays 

23 
Oakcrest 

Literacy Night 
7:00 - 8:30pm 

24 A&B Track 
Breakfast With 

Books 7:30a-8:20a 

25 

26 
 

27 
 
 

 

28 29  Teacher 
Appreciation 

Week  Begins! 
Principal’s Pride 
11:30 Grades 2,3,5  
12:00 Grades 1,4,6 

30 
Kindergarten 
Photos A&C 

 
A Track Soaring 

Eagles Due 

  

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
     1 

 
 

C Track Off 

2 

3 
 

4  
 
 

D Track On 

5 
Kindergarten 
Photos B&D 

 

Cinco de Mayo 

6 
 
 

7 
Mad Science 

Assembly 
K – 3  1:30p 
4 – 6  2:30p 

8 
 

K - 2  
Science Fair  

9 
  

10 
 
 
 

Mother’s Day 

11 
“Enchanted” 

Assembly 1 - 4 
9:00-10:30am 

 

12 
 
 
 

13 
Principal’s Pride 
11:30 Grades 2,3,5  
12:00 Grades 1,4,6 

14  Melody 
Concert 

2pm & 7pm 
 

PTA Convention 

15 
 
 

PTA Convention 
 

16  
 

17 18 
CRT Test 

Week  
Tracks A&B 

 

19 20 
 
 

21 
 

22 
B, C & D Track 
Soaring Eagles 

Due 
 

B Track Off 

23 

24 
 

25 No School 
 

 
Memorial Day 

26 
 
 

C Track On 

27  Awards 
Assembly 2:15p 

Principal’s Pride 
11:30 Grades 2,3,5 
12:00 Grades 1,4,6 

28 PTA Board 
Mtg 5:30pm 

School Comm. 
Council 5:30pm 

29 
 

30 
 

APRIL 2009 OAKCREST PTA CALENDAR   

MAY 2009 OAKCREST PTA CALENDAR  


